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Vines & Views: A Wine Country Road Trip Along California’s Fault 
Line 

Where tectonic plates meet vineyard country, this route uncorks bold flavors, coastal charm, 
and geological wonders from NorCal to the desert. 

California’s San Andreas Fault isn’t just a seismic marvel – it’s also a scenic backbone for some 
of the state’s most iconic wine regions. This road trip follows that powerful line, weaving through 
the Sonoma Coast, Santa Cruz Mountains, Cienega Valley, and down into the warm, rugged 
beauty of Central and Southern California. 

As you explore vineyards and valleys, make your journey smoother with timeshare resort stays 
that balance luxury with location. With accommodations that include full kitchens, multiple 
bedrooms, and separate living and dining spaces, timeshare resorts offer a refreshing way to 
sip, stay, and unwind with flexibility built in. 

 

Waypoint Stops & Highlights: 
 

 

Stay Here: Club Wyndham Canterbury – San Francisco, CA 
 

Begin your journey in the heart of San Francisco with a boutique-style stay near Union Square. 
A famed fixture in San Francisco for more than 70 years, classic flair abounds in the renovated 

and updated space. 

● POI: Ferry Plaza Farmers Market - Gourmet food stalls with bay views. 
● POI: The Mission District - Colorful murals and killer burritos. 
● POI: Presidio - Hike along the coast or picnic under eucalyptus trees. 
● POI: Lands End – Clifftop trails with views of the Golden Gate. 

http://www.gotimesharing.com/
https://www.extraholidays.com/san-francisco-california/wyndham-canterbury-at-san-francisco
https://www.extraholidays.com/san-francisco-california/wyndham-canterbury-at-san-francisco


Stay Here: Hyatt Vacation Club at Highlands Inn – Carmel, CA 
 

Welcoming guests for over a century, this stunning retreat offers the ultimate in amenities, 
location, and nearby activities. With its relaxing whirlpool spas, fire pit with Adirondack chairs, 

dramatic Pacific views, and access to the adjacent Hyatt Carmel Highlands hotel’s premier 
dining, this is a perfect place for enjoying meaningful time together. 

● POI: Point Lobos State Natural Reserve — Coastal trails and sea otter sightings. 
● POI: Carmel-by-the-Sea — A storybook village with galleries and gourmet dining. 
● POI: Big Sur Bakery — Cozy café and cult favorite for travelers along Hwy 1. 
● POI: Bixby Creek Bridge — An essential Highway 1 photo op. 
● POI: Folktale Winery — Sip bubbly in a fairytale-like courtyard nearby. 

 

Stay Here: WorldMark Solvang – Solvang, CA 
 

Nestled in the heart of Santa Ynez Valley, California, WorldMark Solvang offers a unique blend 
of Danish-inspired charm and wine country luxury. Windmills, gingerbread trim, cobblestone 

streets, thatched roofs, and freshly baked Danish pastries will transport you into another world. 

● POI: Old Mission Santa Inés - Historic adobe and beautiful rose gardens. 
● POI: OstrichLand USA - Feed giant birds and snap memorable pics. 
● POI: Los Olivos - Wine tasting rooms and farm-fresh eats in a walkable town. 
● POI: Buttonwood Farm Winery - Quaint and welcoming with award-winning 

Sauvignon Blanc. 
● POI: Solvang Trolley & Carriage - Take a horse-drawn tour through town. 

https://www.hyattvacationclub.com/resorts/highlands-inn
https://www.hyattvacationclub.com/resorts/highlands-inn
https://www.extraholidays.com/solvang-california/worldmark-solvang
https://www.extraholidays.com/solvang-california/worldmark-solvang


Stay Here: San Luis Bay Inn, a Hilton Vacation Club – Avila Beach, CA 
 

A coastal gem nestled on a quiet cove along the Central Coast, this resort boasts magnificent 
ocean views, an outdoor heated pool and much more. Beyond the resort, enjoy Hearst Castle, 

famous wineries and activities like hiking, biking and more. 

● POI: Avila Valley Barn - Petting zoo, pies, hayrides, and a charming market. 
● POI: Sycamore Mineral Springs - Soak in hillside hot tubs under the trees. 
● POI: Hearst Castle - Explore the grand estate of newspaper magnate William 

Randolph Hearst. 
● POI: Paso Robles Wine Country - A detour worth taking for bold reds and rolling 

hills. 
● POI: Bob Jones City to Sea Trail - A peaceful bike path from town to beach. 

 

Stay Here: WorldMark Indio – Indio, CA 
 

One of eight desert resort cities in Greater Palm Springs, Indio offers a vast array of activities in 
year-round sunny weather. And the Mediterranean-style resort — just a putt away from the 

renowned Golf Course at Terra Lago — is an oasis for fun and relaxation, whether that means a 
trip to the golf course or a pampering spa treatment onsite at the Indio Spa. 

● POI: Coachella Valley Preserve - Desert hikes and lush palm oases. 
● POI: Shields Date Garden - Sip a date shake and catch the quirky film on local 

farming history. 
● POI: Palm Springs Art Museum - Mid-century meets contemporary in this cultural 

hub. 
● POI: Joshua Tree National Park - Where alien landscapes and starry skies abound. 
● POI: La Quinta Farmers Market - Local fare and desert blooms (seasonal). 

 

https://www.hiltongrandvacations.com/en/resorts-and-destinations/california/central/san-luis-bay-inn-a-hilton-vacation-club
https://www.hiltongrandvacations.com/en/resorts-and-destinations/california/central/san-luis-bay-inn-a-hilton-vacation-club
https://www.extraholidays.com/indio-california/worldmark-indio
https://www.extraholidays.com/indio-california/worldmark-indio


 

From foggy cliffs to desert sun, this wine country adventure along the San Andreas Fault proves 
that the best road trips are layered — with flavor, history, and unexpected turns. With comfort-
first stays anchoring your route, there’s no need to rush the ride. Slow down, sip up, and savor 
the golden state in all its shifting beauty. 
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